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Uhiversity, here on Oct. 14, 1980.

- who has been working for the leyan govemment

"ness in the near East. Three days later, the official
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Sﬁ@@ﬁng Trial
E’@ Examine Data

©n Bn Qaddafi Role

By Douglas L. Vaughan -

Special to The Wasblngton Post -

FORT COLLINS, Colo, Nov. 9—A former

e

Green Beret, charged with attempting to murderaj

ieqder of beyan dissident students, is on trial
hyfe in the first public examination. of evidence
Sifggesting that Libyan leader Muammar Qaddafi,
mth the help of American former Special Forces
smd ex-CIA agents, was attempting. to conduct an
aa:assmatxon program in this country. >
& The prosecution in the trial, which is selectmg
1umrs this week, alleges that the ex-Green Beret,
-‘Bugene Aloys Tafoya, 47, of Truth or Conse-
guences, N.M,, shot Faisal Abdullizez Zagallai, a
Bs-ye&r-old g:aduate student at Colorado State

~—-In affidavits filed in Lanmer County: D:stnct
Caurt, police say Tafoya, a retired veteran of 23-
years in the U.S. Army and once a member of the
elite Special Forees, is a “mercenary soldier who is
.available to be hired and paid to kil human he-
ings.” He also is described by police in the affida-
vits as a “hit man” hired by Edwin P. Wilson, a
.former agent of the Central Intelligence- Agency

since 1976.
“Wilson and another ex-CIA agent, Francis E

Terpil, were indicted in April, 1980, in Washing-1

‘toB on charges of acting as foreign agents for Lib-

-ye! of shxppmg explosives and other materiel and |
in connection with a conspiracy to murder a Qad- |

Aaft critic in Egypt. Wx!son isa fugmve in beya,
“Terpil is in Beirut. . Y e
“In a hearing here last week, pohce mveshgabors
alieged that Tafoya was in contact with James'
Clinton Dean, 51, of Fayetteville, N.C., another
former member of the Special Forces. Prosecutors.

-have attempted to contact Dean and call him as a
witness. Reporters’ attempts to reach him have
een m!succ&sfu]. Dean has not been charged
with any crime. -

++0On Oct. 14,1980, Zaga.llal was shot thce in the

.head. Za,allm told police the man who shot him
had posed as a recruiter for a company doing busi-

ngan hews agency clmmed responsnblhty for the
attack.

2+ A - trail of uedn eaxd records motzl reCelpts,
telephone. calls, bank deposits and passport en-
tues led investigators to Tafoya, who wasarrested
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. ;. In a search of Ta

- this.

‘whom he supposedly was working, But Martinez

;chved reliable intelligence information that an

* ging to be made prior to his extradxtmn to Col-

8 New Mexico last April. .. ..oaw e o

Have found a “hit lis
habits of people wh
Edwin P. Wilson,” a
ixg pretrial hearings.

- Police claim to ha

‘Eafoyas car. On the cape, according to a tran-!
script introduced at pretrial hearings last week, a
man identified by police as Tafoya asked, “Do you
know anyone who should- stop breath-|
rv-—permanently‘7 T ;
Another voice, alleged in pohce reports to be |
tnat of Dean, rephed Okay Give me a target.”
$7In the conversation, the man identified as |
Tafoya takes credit for the 1979 firebombing of a
car belonging to a Canadian busmessman once
msccxated with Wilson. A
>» Tafoya insists he was working for the CIA at’
the time of the Zagallai shcotmg The CIA demes.

2. Tafoya’s lawyers say they will attempt to por-
iray Zagallai as a pro-Qaddafi agent who infil-
frated anti-Qaddafi groups to inform the beyan
regime about dissident activity.
=~ According to an affidavit by Fort Collins police
detecttve Ray Martinez, Tafoya said that his mis-
gion in visiting Zagallai was merely “to slap him}
around a little bit” so Zagallai would “pay atten<’
tion” when he received a phone call the next
mornmg Tafoya said his purpose was to “deliver a
message” from the CIA warning Zagallai to stop

his activities in support of the Palestme Libera~}

tion Organization, Martinez said in his affidavit.

- Tafoya claimed that Zagallai pulled a gun on
hxm first, and that only then—in self defense—did
he shoot Zegallai, Martinez said Tafoya told him.

Tafoya refused to name the CIA agents for}

goptended in his affidavit that Tafoya described
himself as an “associate” of Wllson and said he

Krows Terpil. : 1
2. -At one point in their comersatmn, Martmet
gaid in the affidavit, “Tafoya started erying and
expressed his dxqanpmntment that the U.S. gov-
etnment didn’t back him in the Zagallai matter. ,
o. Martinez also said in his affidavit that Tafoya
had said he was afraid he would “get his throat !
¢cut” if Martinez revealed the contents of their
¢onversation. Last May 7, according to a police
féport, Martinez told police in Albuquerque,
where Tafoya was being held, that “we have re-

attempt to assassinate Eugene Aloys Tafoya . .

orado

== Police have p]aced extraordma.ry secunty mea- '
sures at the local courthouse for the trial. Tafoya’s
altorney, Walter Gerash of Denver, describes the:
£cene as “an armed camp” He also has said his
¢lient is reluctant.to tatlfy m hns own defense out :
af *fear for his life.” : : !

'i&x‘d , wraps until testimony begms*”later th)s .
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